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 Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, announced  
today that Robert “Randy” McCloud, Sr., 43, of Culpeper, Virginia, was sentenced by United 
States District Court Judge Leonie M. Brinkema to 48 months in prison for his role in a 
conspiracy to defraud elderly homeowners in the greater Washington, D.C., area through home 
repair and yardwork scams.  McCloud was also ordered to pay restitution in the amount of 
$20,500.  McCloud was the last of seven defendants, all residents of Culpeper and surrounding 
towns, sentenced for their roles in these scams. 
 
 The seven defendants were originally charged in June 2004 with conspiracy, interstate 
transportation of property taken by fraud, money laundering, and bank fraud.  All seven, 
including Steven Butler, the leader of the scams; Kimberly Butler, his mother; McCloud, also a 
leader in the scams; and workers Michael Fincham, Jr., Joshua Woodward, Allan Hawkins, and 
Timothy Ladd, Jr., have pleaded guilty to charges ranging from conspiracy to money laundering.  
All but one have been sentenced to prison for terms ranging from several months to eight and a 
half years (for Steve Butler).  They all have been ordered to pay restitution to their elderly 
victims in amounts ranging from $11,000 to over $70,000. 
 
 All defendants admitted to being part of a group that sought out elderly homeowners in 
Virginia, Maryland and Washington, D.C., between April 2002 and September 2003 – often by 
cruising area neighborhoods looking for handicapped license plates – and defrauding them with 
home repair, yard work and pest extermination scams.  Posing as employees of legitimate 
businesses, the defendants approached the victims’ homes and, through a combination of 
confusion and intimidation, induced them to pay for repairs that were not needed and never 
performed.  The seven elderly victims identified in the indictment, ranging from 79 to 88 years 
in age, together lost over $100,000.  They were part of a larger pattern of organized fraud on the 
elderly which began in the late 1990s in the Washington area and was led by Steve Butler. 
 
 United States Attorney Paul J. McNulty said, “These predators targeted some of the most 
vulnerable members of our community.  Taking advantage of their good faith and infirmity, they 
intimidated and defrauded their victims – and dozens more –  of thousands of dollars.  We are 
pleased that justice has been served and that the defendants will be forced to compensate their 
victims.” 
 
 This case was investigated by the Arlington Police Department and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.  Assistant United States Attorneys Andrew E. Lelling and Michael E. Rich 
prosecuted the case for the United States. 


